
Hi friends,

I want to personally welcome you to the very first edition of 
the Paws on the Street newsletter—and more importantly, 
thank you. Whether you’ve donated, volunteered, spread the 
word, or simply followed along, your support means the world 
to us… and to the pets we serve.

When I started Paws on the Street in late 2024, it was in 
memory of my beloved Doberman, Brandy, and inspired by the 
heartbreaking realization that many of our homeless 
neighbors struggle to care for their most loyal companions. 
These pets are more than animals—they're family, therapy, 
protection, and unconditional love in its purest form.

Since then, thanks to a growing army of volunteers and 
generous donors, we’ve shown up every week at Sunrise 
Homeless Navigation Center—feeding, protecting, and 
loving on the pets of those who need us most. And we’re 
just getting started.

In this newsletter, you’ll read stories of kindness in action, 
get helpful pet care tips from our board, and meet some of 
the partners who are helping us grow this mission. We hope 
it informs you, inspires you, and reminds you that even small 
acts of compassion can make a massive impact.

With gratitude, 
Mike Margiotta 
Founder, Paws on the Street 

 PawsOnTheStreet.org
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Mark your calendars—because something big is happening. On Friday, 
April 4th, Paws on the Street is teaming up with the Austin Street Dog 
Coalition, an extraordinary group led by Dr. Michael Mullen and Kate 
O’Neill, to provide free veterinary care to pets of individuals 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness.

The event will take place at our home base, the Sunrise 
Homeless Navigation Center  
and will offer:

sunrisenavigationcenter.org,

This is more than a clinic—it’s a chance to show our 
unhoused neighbors that their beloved pets are seen, 
valued, and cared for.

We are deeply grateful to the team at 
 for their commitment and compassion. 

Their work embodies what this mission is all about—meeting 
people where they are and helping the ones who mean 
the most to them.

The Street Dog 
Coalition – Austin

 Want to support this event? 
 We’re in need of supplies, volunteers, and donations to 
help make this day a success. Visi to 
learn more or get involved.

t pawsonthestreet.org 

Together, we’re proving that community care extends to 
every member of the family—fur, paws, and all.

Special Thank You to H-E-B for thier Support

 Basic health exams

 Vaccinations

 Flea & tick prevention

 Supplies, food, and comfort items  

 And lots of love for both pets and their people

Austin, Texas, 78748 HelpingHands@PawsontheStreet.org 1-888-512-PAWS (7297)

 Upcoming Event: April 4th, 2025
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Wrapped in Warmth: One Woman’s Mission to Help 
Street Dogs Stay Safe This Winter

On cold winter mornings at Sunrise Homeless Navigation 
Center, amidst sleeping bags, backpacks, and the wagging 
tails of loyal companions, a familiar face has been 
showing up—carrying not just kindness, but warmth.

Meet Joy.

A dog lover with a heart as big as her mission, Joy began 
handing out winter dog coats to pets living on the streets 
with their owners. “It broke my heart to see dogs out there 
with little to no protection from the cold,” she said. “Even if 
I could only give out a few jackets, that meant a few dogs 
were a little warmer.”

At first, she visited spots around town where folks 
gathered for meals or clothes. But once she discovered 
Sunrise and connected with Paws on the Street, her reach 
expanded. “Meeting Mike and standing at his table 
changed everything,” she shared. “The food and supplies 
he gave out brought pet owners over—and with just a few 
questions, I could figure out their dog’s size and hand 
them a jacket. Without him, I would have missed so many 
chances to help.”

One moment still sticks with her: a young puppy, held close 
by a man living under I-35. “Just seeing that puppy 
wrapped in something warm still makes me teary,” Joy 
says. “The owner’s face lit up—pure gratitude. That’s what 
it’s all about.”

Impact Story

Austin, Texas, 78748 HelpingHands@PawsontheStreet.org 1-888-512-PAWS (7297)

Over the past two winters, Joy has distributed nearly 100 
coats—growing her impact with help from those who 
believed in her mission. “You just have to start,” she says. 
“Make people aware of what you're doing. You’ll be 
surprised how many want to help.”

Along the way, Joy discovered a quiet army of 
compassionate volunteers showing up, week after week, to 
serve. She also witnessed firsthand just how much our 
homeless neighbors love their pets—and how grateful they 
are for anything that brings them comfort.

In the end, her takeaway is simple:

“I hope I’m making a difference. It breaks my heart to think 
of all the dogs we couldn’t reach—but I find peace in 
knowing some are sleeping warmer now.”
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Keeping Your Dog Healthy on a Budget by Kelly Jackson 
(BOD Member Paws on the Street, and Founder of Happy 
Pooch)
Owning a pet brings joy, but the costs of vet visits, food, 
and care can add up quickly. The good news? Keeping 
your dog healthy doesn’t have to break the bank. With a 
few simple strategies, you can provide excellent care while 
saving money.

Taking small, proactive steps can keep your pet healthy and your wallet happy! Have a question 
or a topic you’d like covered next month? Let us know!

�� Prioritize Preventative Care: Routine check-ups and 
vaccinations might seem like an extra expense, but they 
prevent costly health issues down the road. Many local 
shelters and pet organizations offer low-cost vaccine 
clinics and wellness checkups�

�� Feed Smart, Not Expensive: High-quality nutrition is key 
to your pet’s health, but that doesn’t mean you need to 
buy the priciest brand. Look for affordable, vet-
recommended foods with real meat as the first 
ingredient. Another budget-friendly option is gently 
cooked homemade meals using lean proteins and 
vegetables. This allows you to control ingredients while 
ensuring balanced nutrition—just check with your vet or 
canine nutritionist to meet your dog’s dietary needs. 
Buying in bulk and using subscription services can also 
cut costs�

�� DIY Grooming & Basic Care: Regular grooming helps 
prevent skin infections and keeps your pet comfortable. 
Instead of frequent professional grooming, learn basic 
at-home care like nail trimming, brushing, and ear 
cleaning. Many pet stores offer self-wash stations that 
are cheaper than full-service groomers.


Pet Nutrition Corner
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Partner Spotlight

Sunrise Homeless Navigation Center More than a 
place—it's a pathway.

From day one, Paws on the Street has been proud to partner with the 
incredible team at Sunrise Homeless Navigation Center, where 
compassion meets coordination in powerful ways.

Sunrise is more than a service provider—it’s a lifeline. Their model offers 
low-barrier access to wraparound care including housing support, 
mental and physical healthcare, harm reduction, and benefits enrollment
—all under one roof. It’s an approach that mirrors how real people live 
and heal: with complexity, dignity, and support.

Thanks to Sunrise, we’ve had a consistent and welcoming space to serve the pets of our 
unhoused neighbors. Their staff, leadership, and volunteers are a shining example of what 

community should look like.

We’re honored to serve alongside them every week, and we’re even more excited to grow our 
shared impact together.

Learn more about their amazing work at sunrisenavigationcenter.org

Austin, Texas, 78748 HelpingHands@PawsontheStreet.org 1-888-512-PAWS (7297)
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Since launching Paws on the Street, we’ve shown up every 
week at Sunrise Homeless Navigation Center to care for 
the pets of those experiencing homelessness. And now… 
we’re getting more calls.

The Other Ones Foundation (TOOF)—an incredible 
organization serving individuals in deeply challenging 
living situations—has asked us to expand our outreach to 
support the many pets in their communities. And they’re 
not alone. We’ve been approached by multiple 
organizations with similar needs.

Here’s the truth: We want to say yes. 
But we can’t grow our reach without your help.

These pets are family. Let’s make sure they’re not forgotten.

 Learn more or give at pawsonthestreet.org

Here’s how you can jump in: 
  Donate: Even $25 helps feed pets, provide flea/tick 

treatments, and cover weekly outreach costs. 

 Spread the word: Share our story with friends, family, 
and your social networks. Awareness fuels support.

 Volunteer: Whether it’s once a month or whenever you 
can, we’d love your help in person.

 Donate supplies: We’re always in need of food, collars, 
leashes, flea prevention, and more.

How You Can Help

More pets need us—here’s how you can make a 
difference.

Austin, Texas, 78748 HelpingHands@PawsontheStreet.org 1-888-512-PAWS (7297)
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At Happy Pooch, we believe every dog deserves real, nutritious food. That’s why 
we offer gently cooked, high-quality meals made with fresh, wholesome 
ingredients—no fillers, no artificial additives, just real food your pet will love. Our 
meals are vet-approved, affordable, and delivered straight to your door for 
ultimate convenience. Because a healthy dog is a happy dog!

We’re thrilled to share that H-E-B has generously donated a $500 gift card to 
help support our upcoming Paws & Support: Community Care Day event on 
April 4th. This donation will help us purchase essential pet care items like food, 
flea/tick prevention, and other critical supplies for the pets of our homeless 
neighbors.

Check out our meal options at  and give your pup the 
nutrition they deserve.

www.dogfood4u.com

H-E-B has a long-standing tradition—over 115 years!—of giving back to 
communities across Texas and Mexico, and we’re honored to be part of that 
story. Their commitment to causes that make a real impact is felt deeply, and 
we’re proud to have them stand beside us.

We’ll be sharing moments from the event using @HEB and #HEBHelpingHere—
because partnerships like this deserve to be celebrated.

Thank you, H-E-B, for believing in our mission and helping us protect the pets 
who protect their people. 

Kelly Jackson, CPNC / Happy Pooch LLC / PH: 512-784-9952 / Email: 
Kelly@dogfood4u.com

Sponsors

Sponsor Spotlight: H-E-B – Supporting Pets & People in Need

Give Your Dog the Best with Happy Pooch
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You are the heartbeat of Paws on the Street.

To every single person who’s handed out food, packed up 
supplies, held a leash, smiled at a stranger, or showed up 
with compassion—thank you.

Our work wouldn’t be possible without the incredible 
volunteers who give their time, energy, and love to help 
our neighbors and their pets. Rain or shine, every Friday 
(and soon, more days to come), you show up—and that 
matters more than words can say.

Whether you’ve joined us once or come regularly, know 
that you are making a real difference. Not just in the lives 
of the pets we serve, but in the hearts of the people who 
love them.

We see you. We appreciate you. And we’re so grateful to 
walk alongside you in this mission.

 With heartfelt thanks, 
All of us at Paws on the Street

Thank You to Our Volunteers

Austin, Texas, 78748 HelpingHands@PawsontheStreet.org 1-888-512-PAWS (7297)

mailto:HelpingHands@PawsontheStreet.org
tel:1-888-512-%207297

